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Bernice Gudino has earned her B.S. in Engineering,
specializing as a Mechanical Engineer with a
Bioengineering emphasis from San Diego State
University. This summer, she plans to continue job
hunting while taking a small break. Currently,
Bernice is working at the SDSU Mesa K-12th office
and, if she does not secure a job offer by mid-July,
she intends to stay involved with the
Nanofabrication lab at SDSU. She is also considering
pursuing a master’s degree in Bioengineering at
SDSU. Bernice is particularly interested in the
science, biotech, and bioengineering fields. Some of
the companies on her radar include Qualcomm,
Dexcom, Illumina, ASML, Neurocrine Biosciences,
Pfizer, Tandem Diabetes, Thermo Fisher, Bristol-
Myers, J&J, and Carlsmed. To support her career
ambitions, Bernice is seeking mock interviews,
resume support, job hunting help, and career advice.

As we step into the warmth and vibrancy of July, we at MANA de San Diego
are thrilled to spotlight several of our exceptional College Success Program

graduates! These remarkable students have not only achieved academic
excellence but are also poised to make significant impacts in their chosen

fields. Their success stories are testaments to the power of Latina
excellence, breaking barriers and advancing forward. This is what MANA de

San Diego is all about—uplifting and empowering the next generation of
Latina leaders. 

Learn more about each of our graduates below! 

Bernice Gudino – San Diego State University (SDSU)
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Larisa Gutierrez recently graduated with a
B.A. in Psychology from San Diego State
University. She will soon begin an
internship with Acadia Pharmaceuticals as
a Talent Acquisition Intern. Larisa is keen to
build a career in the pharmaceutical and
biotech sectors, focusing on employee
relations such as HR, hiring, and employee
engagement. She is currently looking for
job and networking opportunities to further
her career in these fields.

Larisa Gutierrez – San Diego State University

Itzel Lemus Mejia has completed her A.S. in
Biological Sciences from Cuyamaca College
and is now transferring to UC Davis to
further her studies. Itzel has expressed her
gratitude for the support that she has been
provided.

Itzel Lemus Mejia – Cuyamaca College
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Ainhoa Leal is transferring to San Diego
State University to complete their degree in
Communication - Liberal Arts after earning
their Communication Studies degree from
Grossmont College. Ainhoa is passionate
about community outreach and non-profit
work, especially through visual and
performing arts organizations. They are
also interested in working with other 
non-profit organizations that support
underprivileged communities. Ainhoa seeks
resources on how to reach out and network
with people in their field of interest to
enhance their career prospects.

Ainhoa Leal – Grossmont College

Marysol Valdez graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts in Political Science and a Bachelor of
Arts in Ethnic Studies from UC San Diego.
She has secured a prestigious California
Capital Fellowship. Marysol is looking for
opportunities to stay connected and
engaged through Zoom events, membership
mixers, post-college group chats, or young
adult programs.

Marysol Valdez – UC San Diego
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We are incredibly proud of all our
graduates and their dedication to

their education and future careers.
Their journeys reflect the spirit and

determination that MANA de San
Diego strives to inspire in all our
members. We are committed to

supporting them as they embark on
their professional paths and look

forward to their continued success.

How You Can Help

If you have any opportunities, advice, or resources that could benefit
our graduates, please reach out to us at manasd@manasd.org. Your
support can make a significant difference in their transition from

academia to the professional world.

Thank you for being a part of the MANA de San Diego community and
for celebrating the achievements of our outstanding graduates.

With cariño,

The MANA de San Diego Team


